“Phenom”-enal

By Blake Hempstead of The Montana Standard - 03/26/2007

Ringin’ 10 tournament director Terry Martin, left, presents the championship
trophy to Butte’s Nate Gelling on Sunday at Star Lanes Family Sports

Center. Gelling defeated Spokane’s Mike Hanson 197-194 in the
championship match to claim his first ever Ringin’ 10 victory.

Phenom, a funny nickname that has followed Nate Gelling since he started busting
through the stratosphere as a YABA bowling star and has stuck ever since. On
Sunday, he proved why the phrase will be uttered for years to come.

At the ripe old age of 23, Gelling won the prestigious Ringin’ 10 classic at Star
Lanes in Butte by edging out Spokane’s Mike Hanson 197-194 in the
championship match. In just his seventh try, Gelling recorded his first Ringin’ 10
title and the first hometown boy to win since Mark Hodges in 2001 and former



Butte resident Troy Hanninen in 2002.

Before the title match, Gellng outlasted pesky Craig Harrington 225-196 for a
rematch of'the position round loss to Hanson 258-225.

On the way to the trophy, Gelling qualified first on Saturday with a 256.33 average
for six games. After Sunday’s 12 games of match play, one position round game
and two games in the step ladder, Gelling still torched all 166 entrants with a
dominant 223 average on brutal conditions.

In the championship match, Gellng was down by nine pins heading mto the tenth
frame with Hanson bowling for the title. His ball drifted high on the head pin leaving
the 6-7 split. Hanson chopped the six, leaving the door open for Gelling.

The open frame meant Gelling had to mark and get eight pins on his fill ball. His first
ball drifted too high, but left the manageable 6-10 spare which he converted.
Gelling then fittingly buried his final ball, sealing the 3-pin victory.

And just how competitive has this tournament become, you ask? Tournament
director Terry Martin said that of the 166 entries, the extremely high cut line of
108-over — an average of 218.00 — was the highest in tournament history.
Martin also said that bowlers trekked to Butte from all directions, including
Edmonton, Canada; Beaverton, Oregon; Reno, Nevada; and Minot, North
Dakota. There were 14 Montana bowlers that made the cut, including 10 from
Butte, Anaconda and Dillon combined. Along with Gelling, Dave Martinich Sr., Jim
McKenzie, Dave A. Martinich, Jack Hocking, Keith Meagor, Dustin Mantha —
now residing in Reno, Nevada — and Mark Hodges qualified from Butte, J.J.
Potvin qualified from Anaconda and Brad Cottom made the cut from Dillon.

Gelling’s 798 was the highest 3-game series of the weekend and Draper, Utah’s
Craig Harrington’s 300 was the high game.

Saturday’s qualifiers —

1, Nate Gelling, Butte, 256.33;

2, Don Winter, Salt Lake, UT 255.83;
3, Jason Lower, Beaverton, OR 243.83;



4, Craig Harrington, Draper, UT 240.67;

5, Steve Kloempken, Pleasant View, UT 240.17;
6, Larry Wasson, Idaho Falls, ID 239.33;

7, Pat Nolan, Vancouver, WA 238.83;

8, Dave Martinich Sr., Butte 237.50;

9, Chuck Groat, Kearns, UT 236.50;

10, J.J. Potvin, Anaconda 234.67;

11, Andrew Kost, Missoula 234.33;

12, Jeff Conradi Centralia, WA 233.33;

13, Craig Goodwin, Idaho Falls, ID 233.17;
14, Ron Mosness, Helena 232.50;

15, John Brodersen, Helena 231.00;

16, Corey Clayton, Calgary, Canada 229.67;
17, Sean Heath, Spokane, WA 229.50;

18, Mike Hanson, Spokane, WA 229.17;
19, Troy Wareing, South Jordan, UT 228.50;
20, Jim McKenzie, Butte 228.00;

21, Kris Krause, Billings 228.00;

22, Andrew Kitts, Livingston 227.50;

23, Mike Saville, Spokane, WA 227.00;

24, Ben Lemicux, Minot, ND 226.83;

25, Cameron Foster, South Jordan, UT 226.83;
26, Tracy Potvin, Helena 226.83;

27, Jack Guay, Calgary, Canada 225.50;

28, Rob Cline, Spokane, WA 225.50;

29, Richard Crawford, Great Falls 225.00;
30, Mark Bennett, Missoula 224.83;

31, Dave A. Martmnich, Butte 224.33;

32, Russ Hunt, Pasco, WA 222.17;

33, Brad Cottom, Dillon 222.83;

34, Jack Hocking, Butte 222.50;

35, Mike Carrette, Great Falls 222.17;

36, Keith Meagor, Butte 222.17;

37, Andy Kinney, Idaho Falls, ID 221.50;



38, Matt Olson, Spokane, WA 221.50;
39, Jeremy McElliot, Nampa, ID 221.17;
40, Tony Woodward, Helena 220.50;
41, Ridg Medford, Ontario, OR 220.17;
42, Michael Sagers, UT 220.17;

43, T.J. Calara, Calgary, Canada 219.50;
44, Bruce Hruska, Great Falls 219.33;
45, Jamie Flynn, Caldwell, ID 219.17;
46, Dustin Mantha, Butte 218.67;

47, Mike Christiansen, Great Falls 218.33;
48, Mark Hodges, Butte 218.00.

Sunday’s Top 10 —

1, Mike Hanson, WA,

2, Nate Gelling, Butte;

3, Craig Harrington, UT;

4, Rob Cline, WA;

5, T.J. Calary, Canada;

6, Russ Hunt, WA;

7, Mike Christiensen, Great Falls;
8, Pat Nolan, WA;

9, Don Winter, UT;

10, Corey Clayton, Canada;
13, Jim McKenzie, Butte;

21, Brad Cottom, Dillon;

24, Keith Meagor, Butte;

26, Dave A. Martinich, Butte;
28, J.J. Potvin, Anaconda;
38, Mark Hodges, Butte;

42, Dave Martnich Sr., Butte;
43, Dustn Mantha, Butte;

47, Jack Hocking, Butte.

Finals —



Rob Cline, Spokane, WA def. T.J. Calara, Canada 216-180;
Craig Harrington, Draper, UT def. Cline 193-182;

Nate Gelling, Butte def. Harrington 225-196.

Gelling def. Mike Hanson, Spokane, WA 197-194.



